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The Middlesex County Board 
of Supervisors (BOS) voted 3-2 
on Thursday, April 26, to approve 
a $26,078,143 fiscal year 2018-
19 (FY19) budget that includes a 
5-cent real estate tax hike, a 37-cent 
lower rate on boats over 5 tons, and a 
40-cent increase in personal property 
taxes.

The budget also reflects an increase 
in business license fees and a new 2% 
lodging tax. 

A 7% salary increase for county, 
sheriff and school employees is part 
of the new budget.

Supervisors John Koontz, Pete 
Mansfield and Kathleen Swinehart 
voted for the motion to approve the 
budget, which was made by Koontz. 
Wayne Jessie and chair Chip Holt 
voted against.

Both the real estate and boat tax 
rates now stand at 61 cents per $100 
of value, and the personal property 
tax rate on vehicles and other items is 
now $2.05 per $100 of value.

Discussion
The approval was not without 

debate. Koontz attempted to minimize 
the amount of differences between the 
positions of the supervisors by saying 
the five board members together dis-
agreed on only “8-tenths of a percent” 
of the budget. 

Jamaica District supervisor Wayne 
Jessie, however, warned citizens the 
FY19 tax increase “is just the tip of 
the iceberg. With the makeup of this 
board, there will be many more tax 
increases to come,” he said. “That is 
unless you people get out to the polls.”

Before Koontz made his motion 

County budget 
approved 3-2

by Larry Chowning to approve the budget as proposed, 
Jessie made a motion for a 4-cent real 
estate tax increase and no lowering 
of the boat tax. It was defeated by a 
3-2 vote with Koontz, Mansfield and 
Swinehart voting against, and Jessie 
and Holt in favor.

Jessie made it clear he was in favor 
of school and county employees 
receiving a 7% raise, which is where 
most of the $1,857,364 increase in tax 
revenues is going in the FY19 budget.

Jessie, however, was adamant about 
not lowering the tax on 5-ton boats. 
He said this will be a $168,000 annual 
loss in revenues to the county and that 
loss is reflected in “almost a penny on 
the tax rate,” he said. Each penny on 
the tax rate generates about $215,000 
in revenue for the county.

“Everyone in the county is paying 
to give the rich boat owners a tax 
break,” said Jessie. “In six years the 
county will have lost a million dol-
lars in revenues by lowering the boat 
tax—and that will be paid for by all 
real estate landowners. 

“Some can afford it and some 
cannot,” Jessie continued. “This is a 
straight-out tax break for the wealthy 
and it is not right!”

Jessie said the county has been 
overly supportive of the marinas and 
boating facilities by establishing a 
dredge fund to help keep channels 
open in creeks that have in the past 
been dredged by the Army Corps of 
Engineers. The Corps no longer pays 
for channel dredging, so Middlesex 
established the dredge fund. Jessie 
noted there is $750,000 “of taxpayer 
dollars” in that fund.

The St. Clare Walker Middle School 
(SCW) Odyssey of the Mind Problem 
5 Team competed in the Virginia state 
finals at Menchville High School in 
Newport News on April 14. Students 
from all areas of the state faced off in 
a day of team problem-solving and 
spontaneous competitions.

The team, coached by Claire Evans 
and Kathy Ruark, placed first in its 
problem and division. The team’s 
long-term problem was titled “A 
Stellar Hangout.” The team is com-
posed of 8th grade students and 
includes  Kaydence Congleton, Wyatt 
Evans, Autumn Satterly, Ada Sher-

man, Aniyah Thompson and Thomas 
Wilson.

With its first-place victory, the team 
advances to the World Finals at Iowa 
State University on May 23-26.

For more than 25 years, the Odys-
sey of the Mind has promoted creativ-
ity by challenging students of all ages 
to solve divergent problems working 
through teamwork. The premise of 
founder Dr. Sam Micklus’ problem-
solving approach to learning is that 
a group is a more powerful thinking 
force than an individual.

“Odyssey of the Mind gives our 
students the opportunity to show-

case their unique talents. It makes 
problem-solving fun and helps foster 
collaboration and other real-world 
skills that they will use for the rest of 
their lives,” said Coach Evans. “The 
team is very excited for their upcom-
ing trip to Iowa. Any donations to the 
SCW Odyssey of the Mind Team to 
help with travel, lodging, as well as 
competition expenses will be greatly 
appreciated.” 

Contact the office at SCW for more 
information at 758-2561.

To learn more about Odyssey of the 
Mind, visit www.odysseyofthemind.
com. 

Dogwood blossoms over Urbanna Creek are a reminder that spring is something special.  
    (Photo by Tom Chillemi)

With a win at the state level on April 14, the St. Clare Walker Middle School Odyssey of the Mind Problem 5 
Team earned a trip to Iowa State University for the World Finals competition to be held May 23-26. Above, 
the 8th grade team includes, front row from left, Autumn Satterly, Ada Sherman and Aniyah Thompson; back 
row, Thomas Wilson, Kaydence Congleton and Wyatt Evans.  

SCW Odyssey of the Mind 
team places first in Virginia

Warming up

Meeting on massive Cooks 

Corner project set for May 9
by Tom Chillemi

(See Cooks Corner, Page A8)

(See Budget, Page A3)

No tax or water hikes 
in proposed town budget

by Tom Chillemi

There are no tax increases or water 
rate increases in the proposed Urbanna 
budget for 2018-19 (FY19).

With Urbanna’s water system requir-
ing much staff time, the Urbanna 
Finance Committee is recommending 
that a portion of staff salary be paid by 
the water fund, instead of the general 
fund. Starting last year, half of the town 
administrator Holly Gailey’s salary 
has been paid by the water fund, since 
much of her time is spent on water 
system operation. This year council 
could transfer another $18,000 from 
the general fund to the water fund to 
pay for other staff members who spend 
time on water operations. Proposed is 
having the water fund pay the follow-
ing salary percentage: 30% of town 
clerk, 15% of the zoning administrator, 
and 15% of the building and grounds 
maintenance person.

This would make a total of $49,000 

in expenses moved from the general to 
water fund. “As we are relatively small 
in numbers, everyone on staff spends 
some of their time on water-related 
issues,” explained Gailey. “Time 
should be charged to the water fund as 
a result. The goal is to charge a per-
centage based on participation related 
to water. Currently, we have 4 people 
who do work within the water system.”

The current water rate structure will 
add $40,600 to the water fund reserve 
in the coming fiscal year, which begins 
July 1.

Water revenue is projected to be 
about $200,000, but could fluctuate 
based on consumption. 

Major work
The proposed budget includes about 

$40,000 for funding for two projects in 
the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP). 
They include $15,000 for further town 
hall renovations and $25,000 for the 

(See Proposed, Page A2)

An ambitious plan to develop 
Middlesex County owned land at Cooks 
Corner could receive state grants, 
reported Middlesex Foundation chair 

Bruce DeSimone to the Middlesex 
Board of Supervisors on May 1.

The Middlesex Foundation is seek-
ing a $2.5 million Vibrant Communi-
ties lnitiative (VCI) grant for the Cooks 
Corner Revitalization Project and sub-
mitted a pre-application to the Virginia 
Department of Housing and Commu-
nity Development (DHCD) on January 
31, 2018.

DeSimone reported that the applica-
tion was among 10 VCI pre-applications 
submitted to DHCD, and was one of 
three selected for a DHCD site visit that 
occurred on March 27. “We believe that 
DHCD was favorably impressed with 
the overall county support expressed at 
that meeting,” stated DeSimone in his 
report summary, which is quoted exten-
sively in the following. 

Major components
The Cooks Corner Revitalization 

Project would take advantage of the 
county’s central water and sewer sys-
tems now in the implementation and 
planning stages. 

The Middlesex Foundation, a non-
profit corporation formed in 2017, 
wants to build a 24-unit “workforce” 
housing apartment community as part 
of the overall revitalization project.

The foundation recently received 
the second installment of a generous 
$150,000 grant from the River Counties 
Community Foundation to assist with 

the planning and construction of the 
workforce housing project.

About 14 acres behind the Cooks 
Corner Office Complex have been set 
aside for the $3.5 million apartments 
and an adjacent park with interpretive 
signage describing St. Clare Walker 
High School and the county’s African-
American history.

 The Middlesex Foundation has con-
ducted a market analysis supporting 
the demand for workforce housing in 
the county based on a similar 16-unit 
project developed in Kilmarnock 
called Mercer Place, which has been 
fully leased since opening several years 
ago. Housing is aimed toward teachers, 
deputies county employees and other 
non-profit agencies and organizations 
serving local citizens. See map and 
graphic on Page 8.

 Economic Development 
The owners of Rappahannock Oyster 

Company (ROC) of Topping want to 
establish two new business ventures on 
the south side of Route 33 in the same 
area.

The company proposes to move the 
vacant historic African-American St. 
Clare Walker agriculture and vocational 
building across Route 33 to a parcel in 
front of the former Rappahannock Cen-
tral Elementary building.     


