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2018 Urbanna Oyster Festival Poster

It’s festival time!
See special pullout 

section on the 
Urbanna Oyster 

Festival in this issue 
of the Sentinel.

(See Festival, Page A3)

Election is Tuesday
The November 6 election ballot 

includes Urbanna town elections, 
a special election for supervisor in 
the Harmony Village District, and 
elections for U.S. Senate, and U.S. 
House of Representatives for the 
First District. Also, two questions on 
proposed constitutional amendments  
are on the ballot.

Nine candidates have filed seeking 
a seat on the six-member Urbanna 
Town Council, and two are seeking 
the office of Urbanna Mayor.

Current council member Diane 
S. Gravatt is challenging current 
Urbanna Mayor Steven S. Hollberg. 

Current council members seek-
ing another term include Majorie F. 
Austin, Larry S. Chowning, George 
H. DeVries, Barbara M. Hartley and 
Boyd C. Wiley.

Candidates seeking their first term 
on town council include Clayton A. 
Chandler, William T. Goldsmith, 
William H. “Bill” Smith and Tyler 
W. Burgess. Urbanna terms are for 2 
years.

Middlesex County Director of 
Elections and General Registrar 
Melissa D. Welch, explained this 
week voting information that is 
unique to this election.      

Double-sided ballots
Two precincts in Middlesex County 

will have double-sided ballots. If you 
vote in the Urbanna town elections or 

in the Harmony Village District, you 
will need to “turn the ballot over” to 
complete your voting. On the back 
side of the ballot is where you will 
find the Urbanna Town elections and 
special election for Harmony Village 
District.

Pink           
Those voting in the Urbanna Town 

Elections should be on the lookout 
for the color pink. Urbanna Town 
Election ballot security sleeves and 
ballot table signage will be pink. The 
pink is used to differentiate between 
town voters and those voters that 
vote at the Urbanna Firehouse who 
don’t live in the town limits. 

Special election
A special election for the Har-

mony Village District seat on the 
Middlesex Board of Supervisors 
(BOS) will be held on the same day 
as the November 6 General Election. 
The Middlesex Circuit Court ordered 
the special Harmony Village District 
election to fill the unexpired term of 
Jack Miller, who held the seat until 
his death on February 19, 2018. 
Kathy H. Swinehart and Robert A. 
Crump are candidates in the special 
election.      

On March 6, 2018 the BOS 
appointed Swinehart as interim 
supervisor to fill Miller’s seat. 

Photo ID required by Tom Chillemi

(See Election, Page A10)

Virginia law requires all voters to provide an acceptable form of photo 
identification (photo ID) when voting in person on Election Day and 
to vote in person by absentee ballot, said Middlesex Voter Registrar 
Melissa Welch. 

“For the less than 1% of our registered voters who may not have a 
photo ID, they are easy to obtain before Election Day,” said Welch. She 
said photo identification may be obtained at the voter registrar’s office on 
the first floor of the Historic Middlesex Courthouse in Saluda.

There are many different types of photo IDs that voters can use when 
they vote. All of the acceptable forms of photo ID can be used up to a 
year after ID has expired. Acceptable forms of photo ID include Virginia 
DMV-issued photo IDs and driver’s licenses; U.S. Passports; employer-
issued photo IDs; student photo IDs from a college or university located 
in Virginia; photo ID cards issued by the United States, the Common-
wealth of Virginia, or local Virginia government; and Virginia-issued 
voter photo ID cards.

For more information, call Welch at 758-4420.
Provisional ballot

Those who arrive at a polling place without an acceptable form of 
photo ID will be given the opportunity to vote a provisional ballot. After 
completing the provisional ballot, the voter will be given written instruc-
tions from a precinct election official on how to submit a copy of their 
photo ID so their vote can be counted.  

A voter who casts a provisional ballot will have until noon on Friday, 

(See Polls, Page A3)

During the colonial period in 
Middlesex, the area known as 
Christchurch became the center of 
religious and social life in Middlesex 
County, and its prominence lasted 
for over 100 years. 

Early districts within Middlesex 
were formed by the creation of two 
church parishes. On May 27, 1657 
the area  from central Middlesex to 
Laneview was established by Henry 
Corbin and others as Lancaster 
Parish. Probably a little before that, 
Edmund Kemp on the Piankatank 
and others in the lower end of the 
county had already started forming 
what would become Piankatank 
Parish and Lower Church.

The early Anglican parishes in 
Virginia had the power to collect 
taxes from their congregations. 
Tithes were a tax used to support the 
church facilities, to hire ministers, to 
purchase glebe land (home for the 

minister and a parcel of cultivated 
land, belonging to and yielding 
revenue for the parish church), to 
maintain roads and to provide social 
services for the poor, orphans, and 
bastard children living in the parish.

Shortly after the formation of the 
two parishes, an issue arose as to just 
where the parish lines in the center 
of the county ended and this grew 
into a nasty feud between the two 
parishes. This feud would become 
so heated that it eventually ended up 
before authorities in Jamestown. In 
1661, Charles Hill, an attorney, was 
employed by the Piankatank vestry 
to go to James City “for the defend-
ing of some differences” between the 
two parishes.

The parish boundary dispute was 
centered in the middle of the county 
where two of the largest plantations 
were located. The Wormeleys at 
“Rosegill” owned 3,500 acres 
extending from the Rappahannock 

Bickering between two 

churches led to creation 

of Christ Church Parish
Fifth in a series

by Larry Chowning     

(See Christ Church, page A4)
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sponsored by
PBS Crawlspace Specialists

The 61st annual Urbanna Oyster 
Festival, the area’s largest fall festival, 
takes center stage on Friday and Satur-
day, November 2-3. As always, there’ll 
be food, bands, dancing, waterfront 
exhibits, crafts, boats, the Festival 
Queen and Little Miss Spat crown-
ing, oyster shucking contest, and two 
parades.

The streets of Urbanna will be lined 
with food vendors vying for the pal-
ates of thousands of visitors. Oysters, 
prepared with flair, will be everywhere 
offering raw on the half-shell, fried 
and warmed in stews. (The Middlesex 
Lions Club will not be serving fritters 
this year.)

But, save room for dessert. How 
about funnel cake, a festival favorite?

After you’ve eaten your fill, take a 
rest at one of the festival stages for 
some continuous live music. 

Then stroll down to the Urbanna 
Town Marina for the waterfront exhib-
its that include educational displays.

Walking will help work up an appe-

tite, so mosey back to Festival Village 
to get something to eat and then visit 
the arts and craft booths.   

A variety of entertainment has been 
booked for Friday and Saturday, and 
there will be parades on both days.

For adults 21 and over there will be 
craft beer tasting in Festival Village 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. The Oyster 
Festival wine tasting will again be on 
Virginia Street next to the Post Office 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

On Friday the festival starts at 10 
a.m. and runs until midnight. 

In Festival Village there will be 
children’s activities, carnival rides and 
pony rides, clowns, games, arts and 

crafts, entertainment, good food and a 
rock climbing wall. 

On Friday, and again on Satur-
day, educational activities and oyster 
related displays will be set up at the 
Urbanna Town Marina, where the tall 
ship Lynx will be docked and open 
for tours. The 122-foot-long topsail 
schooner is a replica of a blockade 
running schooner from the War of 
1812. The ship serves as a classroom. 

Chesapeake Bay buyboats F.D. 
Crockett, Propwash, Peggy, and Linda 
Carol will also be open for tours.

Up the hill above Community Row, 
the historic 1763 John Mitchell Map 
of Colonial America, and oyster his-
tory displays will be open at the James 
Mills Scottish Factors Store, which 
serves as the Urbanna Museum and 
Visitors Center.

Near the firehouse, an antique auto 
show will be held. The winners in 
each class will be driven in Saturday’s 
parade. 

A variety of musical entertain-


