
 
Welcome to Christ Church Parish 

(Episcopal ) 
April 28, 2024 

10:30 a.m. 
The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

 
 
 

Founded in 1666 
 
 

Before the service, speak to God in the silence of your heart. 
During the service, let God speak to you through 

Word and Sacrament. 
After the service, speak with your neighbor! 

 
 

Christ Church Parish Mission Statement 
We are a family of faith, 

growing in Christ through worship, learning, and 
service, who strive to love God 

and to love our neighbors as ourselves. 



The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Holy Eucharist: Rite II – April 28, 2024 

Those who follow the commandments of the Way of Love will find  
true community through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 

Opening Voluntary 
Processional Hymn 199        Come Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain 

Opening Sentences                 BCP Page 355 
The Gloria (S-280) 

THE WORD OF GOD 
The Collect of the Day (5th Sunday 0f Easter)                    BCP Page 225  
First Lesson                             Acts 8:26-40 
Psalm 22:24-30                            BCP Page 612 
Second Lesson                                 1 John 4:7-21 
Sequence Hymn 529 In Christ There is No East or West 
Gospel                       John 15:1-8 
The Sermon                 The Rev. Stuart Clary Wood  
The Nicene Creed                            BCP Page 358 
The Prayers of the People: Form VI             BCP Page 392 
The Absolution                           BCP Page 360 
The Peace                  BCP Page 360 
Offertory Sentence   

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
Officiant   Creator of all, you wash away our sins, you give us  

new birth by the Spirit, and redeem us in the blood of 
Christ. As we celebrate the resurrection, renew your 
gift of life within us. We ask this in the name of Jesus 
Christ the risen Lord. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving: Prayer A              BCP Page 361 
Sursum corda (S-120) 

Sanctus (S-129)                 BCP Page 362 
The Lord’s Prayer                 BCP Page 364 
Breaking of the Bread: 

Jesus says, I am the bread of life, 
whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 

All Lord, our hearts hunger for you; 
give us this bread always. 

Giving of Communion:  
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 



The Prayer of Thanksgiving               BCP Page 365 
The Blessing 
Recessional Hymn 304         I Come With Joy to Meet My Lord 
The Dismissal: With the power that raised Jesus from the dead at  
                             work within you, go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia,  

   alleluia. 
All       Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Closing Voluntary 

The Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know 
your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly 
follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson                             Acts 8:26-40 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. 
Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and 
was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the 
Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard 
him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 
He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and 
sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a 
sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does 
not open his mouth. 

In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life 
is taken away from the earth.” 

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this 
scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along 
the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is 
to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of 
them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When 
they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch 
saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, 
and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the 
towns until he came to Caesarea. 

Psalm 22:24-30                                         Deus, Deus meus 

24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 

25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: * 
"May your heart live for ever!" 



26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, * 
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 

27 For kingship belongs to the Lord; * 
he rules over the nations. 

28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 
all who go down to the dust fall before him. 

29 My soul shall live for him; 
my descendants shall serve him; * 
they shall be known as the Lord's for ever. 

30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 
the saving deeds that he has done.  

The Epistle                                            1 John 4:7-21 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born 
of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 
God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so 
that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved 
us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us 
so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one 
another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of 
the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide 
in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love 
has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of 
judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect 
love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not 
reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those who say, "I love 
God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother 
or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The 
commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers 
and sisters also. 

The Gospel                           John 15:1-8 

Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes 
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it 
bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 
Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides 
in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. 
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do 
nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such 
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified 
by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 

 

 

 



Please Remember in Your Prayers This Week: 
 
Those on our Prayer List: Libby Boyer, Vel Gray, Jim Padgett, Ann Donoff, Dan Mulligan, 
Taylor Johnson, Colt Johnson, Shannon Budd, Br. Christopher Hamlett, Joanne Bruce, 
Lucille Redmon, Jennifer Montague, Joan Crown Hodges, Lovey Jane Long, Tim Schwartz,  
Rev. Dunn, Denise Brown, Louise Woods, Wake Buxton, and Mary Breeden. 
 
We give thanks with those celebrating their birthdays this week: Sue Newman, and Judy 
Mansfield; and those celebrating their anniversaries: Joey & Kathryn Humphreys. 

We pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit as our Parish Discernment Committee carries 
on their work. 

We pray for our Diocese and in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for the clergy and 
parishioners of Immanuel on the Hill – Alexandria, Emmanuel – Woodstock, St. Andrew’s – 
Mount Jackson, and Grace & Holy Trinity - Richmond. 

 

The Wednesday Eucharist will NOT be celebrated in the chapel this week since Fr. 
Stuart and Deacon Peg are at Shrinemont for clergy retreat.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE 

      
Holy Eucharist: Rite I  8:00 a.m. 
     Celebrant / Sermon   The Rev. Stuart Clary Wood 
     Lector / Acolyte / Eucharistic Minister        Jeff Shaw 
     Ushers                                     Bill Budd   

Holy Eucharist: Rite II  10:30 a.m. 
     Celebrant / Sermon   The Rev. Stuart Clary Wood 
     Guest Organist                 Katherine Chrishon 
     Bass Flute        Monica Melendez 
     Gospel Book / Prayers / Euch. Minister         Grace Parker 
     Crucifer / Acolyte                Ann Padgett 
     Lector             Jeff McClelland 
     Ushers                    Betsy Evans & Dave South                  
     Altar Guild        Karen Gorin, Judy Quilter, Judi Snider, and 
                   Ann Padgett 
     Flower Guild   Mary Anne Harris-White, Karen Gorin, and 
                  Cindy Naylor 
     Tech Team  Greg Grichtmeier, Ann de Peyster, Mike Floyd, 
       Mike Gorin, Jeff Loustaunau, Rusty Spears, & Jack Fackler 
 

 
Christ Church Parish (Episcopal) 

The Rev. Stuart Clary Wood – Rector 
The Rev. Peg Moncure – Deacon 

The Rev. Dr. Bob Prichard – Priest Associate 
Grace Parker - Verger 

Charles E. Adkins – Treasurer 
Tonya Spears – Parish Administrator 

56 Christchurch Lane 
P.O. Box 476   Saluda, VA 23149 
Office Telephone 804-758-2006 

Email address: ccparish1666@gmail.com 
Website: https://christchurchmiddlesex.episcopalvirginia.org 

NURSERY is provided upon request in the Parish Hall 
RESTROOMS are located in the Parish Hall 

Christ Church Parish Vestry 
Bill Budd – Senior Warden ‘25 
Scott Holt – Junior Warden ‘ 25 
Garry Clay ‘24                           Tom Clarke ‘26 
Karen Brown ‘24                        Rick Smith ‘26 
Ann de Peyster ‘24                  Anne Wilcox ‘26 
Henry Moncure ‘25 
 


